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Fact Sheet: Fake News for Students -

Contents of an information sheet for students Erasmus+

The content should be produced in German in the
form of a flyer.

= What is fake news?

= Reasons why fake news spreads

= Characteristics of Fake News

= How can students identify fake news?

= |mpact of Fake News on Students

= What effects can fake news have on students?
= Resources and Tools
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What is fake news? -

Erasmus+

Fake news is false or misleading information that often appears to
be real news. It is often spread to manipulate people, stoke fear,
or influence certain opinions. Fake news can appear in various
forms, such as articles, images, or videos that are not true.

Why does fake news exist?

Small Scale F! IES “_
Partnership H BK g\lgn y



mBK

There are many reasons why fake news spreads: -

Erasmus+

 Technology: The internet and social media make it easy to
spread information quickly.

 Emotions: Fake news is often exciting or shocking, which
leads to it being shared more frequently.

* Intentional disinformation: Some people or groups
deliberately spread false information to achieve their own
goals.

* Lack of media literacy: Many people, including students,
don't always know how to properly evaluate information.
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Characteristics of Fake News -

Erasmus+

Here are some clues that can help you identify fake news:

* Sensational headlines: If a headline sounds too
shocking or unbelievable, be skeptical.

 Unknown sources: Pay attention to where the
information comes from. Is the source trustworthy?

 Emotional appeal: Fake news often tries to evoke
strong emotions to influence you.

* Contradictory information: Check if the facts match
what you already know.
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How can students identify fake news? Erasmus+

Here are some tips to identify fake news:

* Check the source: Is it a well-known news organization?
If not, it could be fake news.

* Fact-check: Use websites like Snopes or FactCheck.org
to verify the accuracy of information.

* References: Make sure the information is supported by
trustworthy sources.

* Ask yourself: If something sounds too unbelievable, it is
better to be skeptical.
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Impact of Fake News on Students -

Fake news can have many negative effects on students: Erasmus+

* Confusion: False information can make you unsure about
what is true and what isn't.

* Social division: Fake news can increase disagreements and
cause conflict among students.

* Loss of trust: If you realize you've been misled by fake news,
you may lose trust in the media and other people.

* Influence on behavior: False information about health or
safety can lead to risky decisions.
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How can students defend themselves against fake -
news?

Erasmus+

Here are some ways you can protect yourself against fake news:

* Develop media literacy skills: Learn how to critically evaluate
information at school or through online courses.

* Fact-check: Use fact-checking websites to make sure the
information you see is true.

* Engage in discussions: Talk to your friends or teachers about current
issues and fake news. The exchange helps clarify
misunderstandings.

» Share responsibly: Before sharing something on social media,
consider whether the information is verified.
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What effects can fake news have on students? Fﬂ‘.BK

1. [

Confusion and misinformation: Fake news can confuse students Erasmus+
in their opinion formation and lead them to accept false
information about important topics such as health, politics, or
the environment.

2.

Social division: False information can lead to polarization among
students, especially when they hold different views on
controversial topics. This can foster conflict and tension in
school.

3.

Loss of trust: When students realize they have been misled by
fake news, it can lead to a general distrust of the media,
teachers, and even their own social environment.
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What effects can fake news have on students? -

4,

Influence on behavior: Fake news, especially related to
health topics (e.g., vaccinations, nutrition), can negatively
influence students' behavior and lead to risky decisions.
5.

.Psychological stress: Constant exposure to misinformation
can lead to stress and anxiety, especially when students
are worried about current events or social issues.

6.

Poorer academic performance: When students are
distracted by fake news or use false information as the
basis for their work, it can negatively impact their
academic performance.

Erasmus+
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Resources and Tools -

List of Fact-Checking Websites Erasmus+

* Snopes - One of the most well-known websites for fact-
checking fake news and urban legends.

* FactCheck.org - An independent, non-profit website for
fact-checking political statements and news.

* PolitiFact - A website that fact-checks and evaluates
political statements.

 Hoax-Slayer - A website specializing in exposing internet
hoaxes and fake news.

* Reuters Fact Check - A Reuters service that fact-checks
hoaxes and misinformation.
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Recommendations for books or articles about -
fake news

Erasmus+

e "Post-Truth: Why We Swoon Over Fake News" by
Lee Mclntyre - A book that analyzes the reasons for
the spread of fake news.

* "The Death of Truth: Notes on Falsehood in a Time
of Terror" by Michiko Kakutani - A critical
examination of the spread of untruths in
contemporary society.

* "Trust Me, I'm Lying: Confessions of a Media
Manipulator” by Ryan Holiday - A book about media
manipulation and the spread of fake news.
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Links to videos or documentaries on the topic -

* "The Social Dilemma" (Netflix documentary) - A Erasmus-+
documentary about the impact of social media on
society, including the spread of fake news.
 "Fake News: A Documentary" - A documentary that
explores the origins and impact of fake news.
* "The Great Hack" (Netflix documentary) - A
documentary about data misuse and the role of fake
news in political campaigns.
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Erasmus+

Thanks for your
attention
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